MgtC: a key player in intramacrophage survival.
Several bacterial pathogens have evolved strategies to survive in macrophages and create a replicative niche within phagosomes. The bacterial factor MgtC is a key player in intramacrophage survival, being important for virulence in diverse intracellular pathogens. MgtC is also required for growth under magnesium limitation. Recent studies provide new clues on the role of MgtC in macrophages, which seems to be unlinked to adaptation to a low Mg(2+) microenvironment. In addition, we discuss the unexpected finding that MgtC modulates host P-type ATPase activity.